The Hoosier-phone

The Newsletter of the

Hoosier Antigue Phonograph Society
Vo 11 Fe 2007 Carlton Smith Editor

le nesd meetm g of the Induna Chapter of MAPS will be held on Sunday, Febraary 18
with festivities starting at :00pm . We will be at Tim & Cindy MeCormick™s home is lo-
cated on Lake Holiday. just |3 minutes South of Crawfordsville, [N, State Roads
Tum & Cindy MeComick’s number is: (765) 866-0151.

{8ite mmap and further details on fost page.)

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

We were hosted bv Tim and Sharon Fizer in their "phonograph museum” and beantiful home
just otside Laporte. O thelr main Door Tim has several very earlv machines placed taste-
fully m their several rooms. Downstairs, mostly given over to displaving. he has an exten-
sive collection (dozens ) of outside and mnside horm machines that have been meticulously re-
stored o working order and near mint condiwon. The machmes are placed close together but
uncrowded so they can be viewed comtortabhe. All of the collection was sparkling from a
recent dustng by thew corator. We all spent a lot of tune just lookmg and discovermg and
oooing and alliding and reading the neat deseriptive identification cards on each one. In-
credible, remarkable, outstanding, wonderful, extroordinary | inspirational are a few of the
reactions and comments. Thanks Tin and thanks Sharon.

Tim mtroduced Lamy and Tammy Kreger, soon to be new members. as enthusiastic guests
at our meeting, Also, long time member but seldom seen FEd Coms was present

Paul Ladd. Rod Pickett and Tim Freer agreed to develop a propoesal to host o phonograph re-
lated convention at the Cruse complex at Aubum for 2008 and a site visit 15 planmed for the
April 2007 meeting, Wisconsin has agreed (o host the competition portion of the 2008
event

Rod brought some rare artifacts for show and tell. He displaved an ongmal signed "The
buneh from Orange” brochure in great condition. an original signed napkin ting demonstra-
tion evhinder. a Columbia Coneert evlinder n near mint condition m its ongmal Lm container
and a unique Edison brochure (see added feature). These items are very rare and

were privileged o see them up close. Thanks to all of vou for making the trip and makmg
our meeting the great fun it was.

Please keep Carlton and his siling Mother in vour hearts and thouwghts durng this difficult
peniod. Aldso, please remember Manone, recovermg wife of Michael Jackson. oo

We hope to see vou all at Tim MeComicks, in Crawfordsville, for our next get together. A
visil o the study of Lew 'Wallace 15 on the program
Best regards to all,

A Geatry
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Added feature. ..

Shown here. a promotional brochure for Edison phonograph records. It is an-
other of Rod Pickett™s treasured historic publications. If vou think vou recog-
nize the folding “glasses™ vou are half a century too modem. Prescient of 3D
movies, here is an Edisonian attempt to exploit a similar device by graphically
demonstrating "CLOSE-UP” music available from Edison. It was a pleasure
to see this and other items shared with us during our October HAPS meeting at the Fizer Pho-
nograph Museum,

Notes:

Several of us met dunng the Stanton sale af Charlotte, Michigan on Movember [8th Tim Fizer, Dick Osenricder,
Paul Ladd, Stan Thompson, Larry Eroeger, Bod Picket and Lorame and Al Gentry were among those attending

We met at the "Gavel" briefly to consider hosting o Phonovention type of event at the Cruse facility near Auburm in
2008, Paul related that Steve Stanton has expressed interest in conducting another avction in the facility, We
agreed to consider combining a convention with a Stanton phonograph related anction hosted by us at or around

the Crase Brothers complex near Auburn. Also, there was a consensus that we should begm referning to our chap-
ter ns the “Hoosier Antique Phonograph Sociely™,

W heve pot changed owr Hoosiersphone jormat. 1 just took advantage of my fTllin job and lack of Adobe saftware
anel addded some art from one of wy oter fvorite aeivinies,
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Found!

Afford us some vicarious fun by sharing your adven-
tures in the hunt for phonographic treasures.

Here is an example of a real find described in a note from Paul Ladd.

“*The last week of November, there was an auction in New Haven. The ad stated there was a
Edson cylinder machime with 80 cylinders in the auction.

I stopped at the auction house the day before to look things over and found an Edison tahke
madel with a matching bottom cabinet. The machine looked just like the Edison V that | was
working on for a man in Indy. But, when you opened the lid it Tooked like the works of a model
75 was installed in it. I removed the grill to find the name tag and found the numbers 1 needed.
I returned home and got out my book on Edison cylinder machines to find out what this ma-
chine was, The name tag stated it was a B-Y serial # 638, It went on to state that there were
only 8539 of these machines made. | contacted Rod Pickett to see if he knew anything about this
machine. He said he did not have a clue about it, so he contacted Ronald Dethlefson, a well
known Edison expert, in California. Ron said he had only seen 2 of these machines in his life-
time. He said ot was manufactured m February or March 1915 after the fire that destroved the
Edison plant in 1914,

I went to the auction the next dav and purchased the machine and cabinet. Two other guys ran
the cyvlinders up past what they were worth, but 1 didn't need them anyway. 1 have vefinished
the lower cabinet and am waiting on better weather before 1 do anything with the machine. 1
had to replace both springs in the motor and clean up everything else.”

Sorry, no pictures vet but the picture at the top of this article is of a similar machine.

Mote: Here's a delightful Bit of news from a couple of our HAPS members. [fyou have not already
purchased your copy ofthese very special CDs, now i the time. They will be overwhelmed with or-
ders once the = Gramin which they have been nominated. As you may re
aall, this material was descrit n the Hoosier-phone for last March. “Member Richard Martin macde
available copies of a boxed CD set his company Archeophone has released as a companion to the
University of [linois publication "Lost Sounds; Blacks and the Birth of the Recording Industry, 1890-
1919", by Tim Brooks, Appendix by Dick Spottsw These are the stories of the first African Ameri-
can recording stars, an w they succeaded ag t the culture of the time. A 64-page book of
scholarly notes and unique photos accompanies the boxed set. |fyou wonder how it all began ar if
you just love early music the CDs are awesome

win the well aar

Dear Al
We have "found” out that our "Loest Sounds” CD is nominated for two Grammy awards. We'll be in
L.A. for the show on Feb. 11th. Keep your fingers crossed
best,
Richard Martin and Meagan Hennessey, Members *
Archeophone Records, LLC 4106 Rayburn Ct .Champaign IL 61822, phone/fax (217) 355-9883 or
(BO0O) 728-5009; sales@archeophone.com; http:/www.archeophone.com
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DIRECTIONS TO OUR NEXT MEETING

Place: Tim McCormick

2951 W. Stratford Circle

Crawfordsville, IN 47933

(7635) Bo6-0151

Tim & Cindy MeCormick's home 15 located on Lake Holiday, st 15 munutes South of Crawfordsville, IN. State Roads
131,47, 32,43 and Washington Street are all the same road running North and South through Crawfordsville. State Road
47 brenches off at the Southern end of town at the intersection whera you'll find the LS. Naticnal Guard Anmory om the
North West cornzr. Once you are driving South on
State Road 47, there will be "HAPS™ signs directing

you to our home, Our phone mumber 1s:

(765) 8660151
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